
30680 Montpelier 

Madison Hgts., MI 48071 

(248) 353-0921 

 

We are in need of kitchen ap-

plicances, storage containers, 

child-friendly furniture (tables, 

chairs, toy box, sand box, ea-

sel), computers, a fax machine 

and a handicap ramp. 

Thanks to the support of 

our donors and spon-

sors, we are able to 

move our Michigan head-

quarters to a building in 

Madison Heights that 

meets all of our present 

needs. Both our South-

field and Roseville offices 

will combine into the 

new facility. We have 

more than doubled our 

size and there is more 

space available to grow 

over the next few years. 

The staff will now have 

the space they have 

needed to execute their 

duties and care for the chil-

dren and families in a more 

appropriate setting.  

 

We will be moving during the 

first week of September and 

are planning our open house 

and membership meeting for 

Wednesday, September 22. 

Please plan to attend and 

meet our dedicated and com-

petent staff. Learn first-hand 

about the programs Childhelp 

offers and about the children 

and families we serve. 

 

 

Please join us for the 

opening of Childhelp’s 

Healing Expressions ex-

hibit at the  Museum of 

Contemporary Art De-

troit on Wed., Oct. 20 

from 6-9 p.m. The Sean 

Blackman Trio will enter-

tain and refreshments are 

provided by The Whit-

ney. The Exhibit will run 

through October 24th.  

 

This is an incredible col-

lection of art created by 

the abused and trauma-

tized children in Child-

help’s art therapy pro-

gram in Phoenix. The 

collection was organized by 

the Scottsdale Museum of 

Contemporary Art/SMoCA’s 

Young @ Art Gallery and 

was exhibited last spring. The 

collection traveled to Michi-

gan and was on display at the 

David Klein Gallery in Bir-

mingham June 19 at our 

Benefactor’s Party. 

 

We are very excited about  

MOCAD’s interest and      

willingness to display the im-

portant 44-piece collection. 

The exhibition is set up to 

convey the progression of the 

children through their healing 

process. 

 

The Museum of Contemporary 

Art Detroit is located at 4454 

Woodward Avenue, Detroit.  

Childhelp Moves to Larger Office 

Healing Expressions Exhibit to Open at MOCAD, October 

C E L E B R A T I N G  1 0  Y E A R S  O F  S E R V I C E  TO  M I C H IC E L E B R A T I N G  1 0  Y E A R S  O F  S E R V I C E  TO  M I C H IC E L E B R A T I N G  1 0  Y E A R S  O F  S E R V I C E  TO  M I C H IC E L E B R A T I N G  1 0  Y E A R S  O F  S E R V I C E  TO  M I C H I G A N ’ S  G A N ’ S  G A N ’ S  G A N ’ S  

C H I L D R E N  A N D  FA M I L I EC H I L D R E N  A N D  FA M I L I EC H I L D R E N  A N D  FA M I L I EC H I L D R E N  A N D  FA M I L I E SSSS     

S U M M E R  2 0 1 0   

BOARD MEMBERS  

 

S t a t e  Adv i s o r y  Board  

Ne a l  B e l i t s y  

G r e t c h e n  D a v i d s o n  

M a r cu s  De g r aw  

De bb i e  D i n g e l l  

K e e n i e  F i e g e r  

N i k i  G a l l a u d e t  

D a n  &  J e n n i f e r  G i l b e r t  

P ame l a  G i l b e r t -O ’ S u l l i v a n  

L e e  Gon z a l e s  

J e n n i f e r  H ammon d  

De n i s e  I l i t c h  

J o e  &  M au r e e n  K a i s e r  

D a n i a l l e  K a rm an o s  

H en r y  L e e  

J a n e t  M a r d i g i a n  

L i n d a  M a r s h a l l  

R ob e r t  P l i s k a  

K e i t h  P ome ro y  

A n d r a  Ru s h  

A l b e r t  &  M i t s i e  S c a g l i o n e  

P a u l  &  K a t h y  S c hw e i t z e r  

I r v i n g  S h a p i r o  

Wen d y  S i l v e rm a n  

E dw a r d  S o s n i c k  

S u s a n  S o s n i c k  

C h a r l o t t e  T e r r y  

S t e p h e n  &  L a u r a  T r u de a u  

K a t h l e e n  V a l e n t i  

G e o r g e  &  Ph y l l i s      

Wh i t e h e a d  

M a r i a n n e  W i l l i am s on  

 

Chapter  Boa rd  

Ga r l a n d  Wa l l e r  P e r h a c s  

B e t s y  R e i c h  

T e r r y  M e r z  

S t e p h e n  P e r h a c s  

S h e l l y  F a rme r y  

Wen de e  R e x  

Do u g  C a r e y  

B e t t y  Ap p l e b y  

M a r y  A l b e r t s o n  

J a s o n  R i b i t s  

E d  G r e e n u p  

N e d  He rm an  

 



P A G E  2  

From the President Garland Waller Perhacs 

 You Really Are Making the Difference in the Life of a Child! Ann Marie Lesniak 

This has been an exciting year 
for the Michigan Office.  In 
Jan. we added our adoption 
program. We now have a full 
time worker who is carrying a 
full caseload.  This allows us 
to facilitate permanency for 
our children, when parental 
rights are terminated. 
 
Our foster care program con-
tinues to grow as well as the 
mentoring program. The men-
toring program is well over 50 
matches, and this year the 
program developed an Advi-
sory Committee that meets 
quarterly to evaluate program 
concerns, fundraise and re-
cruit new mentors. In June the 
mentoring program raised 
over $500 dollars for activi-
ties.  They are in the midst of 
planning a bus trip to Cedar 
Pointe.  Many of our children 
have not been to an amuse-
ment park, and they are    
excited to attend. 
 
In June our mentoring pro-
gram nominated two young 
ladies, Carley and Bridgette, 
who are in our foster care and 
mentoring program for a spe-
cial event with the First Lady, 
Michelle Obama. She was 
speaking at Wayne State Uni-
versity on mentoring and a 
reception was held at the DIA 
for youth in mentoring pro-

grams. Carley and Bridgette 
were selected to 
attend the event.  
Neither girl had ever 
been to the DIA and 
were amazed at the 
grandeur of the 
building.  I had the 
privilege of picking 
them up after the event and 
I can tell you they had an 
experience of a life time.  
Both talked all the way 
home about the reception 
and Mrs. Obama. Each table 
had a celebrity mentor that 
encouraged the youth to 
stay in school and to work 
hard.  Carley stated the 
First Lady talked about 
growing up in Chicago and 
“being just like them”.  
They had pictures and sto-
ries.  The excitement in 
their voices and smiles on 
their face reminded me of 
why I do this job. 
 
In July, Lacey Harris, Thera-
pist/Case Manager was 
asked to present at the 3rd 
Annual Youth Aging Out 
Conference in Macomb 
County.  Lacey facilitates 
our Independent Living Life 
Skills Group.  She does a 
segment on “healthy rela-
tionships”, that is very well 
received by the  youth.  She 
uses an interactive ap-
proach to engage youth on 

boundaries and healthy relation-
ships.  The conference 
had over 100 youth in 
attendance.  This year 
Chi ldhelp promoted 
“How to Wash” with 
samples and a handout on 
how to do laundry. 
 

Our move into a new facility has 
afforded us much needed space 
for visit rooms, conference and 
training as well as a therapy pro-
gram.  We will have a full-time 
therapist and a part-time       
psychologist for testing and 
treatment.  We are excited to 
begin offering an array of pro-
grams to best meet the needs of 
the  youth and families we ser-
vice. 
 
We have many projects ap-
proaching, in late August we will 
be partnering with the Macomb 
Women for Children to pass out 
500 filled back packs for the 
Robbie Parker Elementary 
School Back Pack Drive.  We will 
need assistance with our food 
drive for Thanksgiving as well as 
the annual Holiday Party.  We 
are hosting monthly birthday 
parties for those children/youth 
in our program. If you are inter-
ested in helping with any of these 
projects please contact the of-
fice. 
 
For the love of a child 
Ann Marie 

committee for their crea-
tivity, hard work and long 
hours. Gretchen and 
Wendy were able to pull 
together members of our 
community to create a very 
special day! 
 
As you know, our dear 
children are a gift of life to 
us all here in Michigan and 
everywhere.  They are our 
future and our reason for 

Dear Friends, 
 
It is such an exciting time of 
year for us and it is an honor 
to thank you all for your con-
tributions and support.  Our 
2010 Celebrate the Child, Cele-
brate Michigan fundraising 
event was very successful and 
a ton of fun.  Special thanks to 
our Co-Chairs, Gretchen 
Dav i dson  and  Wendy 
Silverman as well as their 

giving.  Please join us by becoming 
a member or making a simple 
donation.  Your prayers are wel-
come and the children are grateful  
for your caring. 
 
For the love of a child, 
Garland Waller Perhacs 
President 
Greater Detroit Chapter Board 

    Save these Dates! 

 

Sept. 1—8 
Childhelp is moving...please  be 

patient as we get reconnected. 

 

Sept. 22 

Open House & Membership 

Meeting...Spend some time 

with us! 

 

Sept. 30 

Pull! for Kids Sporting Clays 

Shoot at Detroit Gun Club 

 

Oct. 20—24 

Healing Expressions Exhibit 

Opens at the Museum of  

Contemporary Art Detroit 

 
Thank you to the 2010 Gala 
Great Lakes Sponsors! 

 
Jane & Richard Manoogian 
Jennifer & Daniel Gilbert 

Keith Pomeroy 
Keenie & Geoffrey Fieger 
Bank of America & 
Merrill Lynch 

Gretchen & Ethan Davidon 
Jaffe Raitt Heaur & Weiss 
Mardigian Foundation 
Moore Stephens Doeren 

Mayhew 
Katie & Sam Valenti 
Wendy Silverman 
Hutintington Bank 
Premier Health Care         

Management 
Julie Benjamin & Roe Peterhans 

SuSu Sosnick 
Elizabeth Brazilian 
Pistons Group 

 

Also, a special thank you to 
Sally Gerak, Social Lights 
reporter for photo support 
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21455 Melrose Ave. Building R, Suite 1, Southfield, MI 48075 

Childhelp Membership & Change of Information Form 

2010 Individual Membership  

2010 Family Membership 

2010 Corporate Membership 

Lifetime Membership  
(one time payment) 

2010 Student Membership 

Total 

$50 

$75 

$250. 

$1,500 

$10 

Name 

Address 

Phone/Email   

Visa/MC/AE 

Method of Payment 

Credit Card #, Authorization (back of card) & Exp. date 

Check 

The exclusive and specified purpose for which this Chapter is chartered is to assist Childhelp in meeting the physical, 
emotional, educational and spiritual needs of abused and neglected children as it focuses its efforts and resources on the 
areas of treatment, prevention and advocacy. 

Helping Us Grow…Wendee Rex 

With the new membership year upon us, it is time to 

start thinking about how we can grow.  Please consider 

hosting a small gathering in your home and inviting your 

friends and family to learn more about Childhelp and all 

the great work we do.  Only with your help can we con-

tinue to serve the needs of children in the Metro Detroit 

area.  Please contact our 2010/2011 Membership     

Chairperson, Wendee Rex at  (248) 670-7775 to plan      

a Childhelp outreach activity. 

open-grill reception and 
dinner, live and silent auc-
tions and the presentation 
of awards.  
 
“This unique event will help 
to ensure that abused, ne-
glected and at-risk children 
in southeast Michigan con-
tinue to have the safety and 
protections they need in 
order to live healthy, happy 
and the violence-free lives 
the deserve,” said Stephen. 
 
Registration is now open 

for the Pull! for Kids 
tournament. The registra-
tion fee for a single shooter 

is $225 and for a team of 5 
is $1,000. Registration in-
cludes all the cartridges 
needed for sporting clays, 
trap and 5-stand; and open-
grill reception including 

Pull! For Kids, a 100-
sporting-clays tournament 
will be held Thursday, Sept. 
30 at the Detroit Gun 
Club. 
 
“This is something I love to 
do. It’s like golf with     
shotguns,” said Stephen 
Trudeau, Event Chair and 
State Advisory Board Mem-
ber.  
 
The day will begin at 1 p.m. 
with registration, side 
games and instruction. Fol-
lowing the tournament, 
attendees will enjoy an 

Signature   

beer, wine and filet mignon and both 
team and individual shooting awards. 
There are also several sponsorship 
opportunities available. Please call 
Dawn Dayton at (248) 353-0921 for 
more information. 

Development Update…Elizabeth Brazilian 

I was told recently that 
Childhelp Michigan is get-
ting a reputation as a very  
‘competent and compas-
sionate agency.’ We have 
much to be grateful for and 
much to do! We are look-
ing forward to seeing you 
and talking more about the 
wonderful opportunities 
Childhelp is brining to 
Michigan. 
 
Please call me with any 
comments or suggestions 
to further our cause, (734) 
730-9932. 

Our most sincere gratitude to all of 
you that have cared for and do-
nated to Childhelp Michigan with 
your time and resources over the 
past 10 years. Our dreams of    
caring for abused and neglected 
children in southeast Michigan the 
‘Childhelp way’ have been realized.  
 
We are often asked what makes 
Childhelp different or special. The 
answer is the same throughout all 
of Childhelp’s programs nation-
wide. We work for the children. 
We stand up for them, we are 
their voices when they need us. 
We do everything within our 
power to provide the children and 
families in our care all the spe-
cial and little (sometimes big) 
things that most families take 
for granted. We can not do this 
without your donations!! God 
bless you for all you do for 
Childhelp.  
 



The Childhelp National Child 

Abuse Hotline 

1-800-4-A-CHILD 

(1-800-422-4453) 

 
Serves the United States, Canada, 
Puerto Rico, Guan and the U.S. Virgin 
Islands 24 hours per day, 7 days a 
week. Established in 1928, it is anony-
mous and confidential and is staffed by 
professional crisis counselors who, 
through translators, can provide assis-

tance in 140 languages.  

 

Founded in 1959 by  
Sara O’Meara and Yvonne 
Fedderson. PREVENTION 
AND TREATMENT OF 

CHILD ABUSE 

21455 Melrose Ave. 

Building R, Suite 1, 

Southfield, MI 48075 

If there’s room in your heart, there’s room in your home 
Nearly 20,000 of Michigan’s children need your help as mentors, 

foster parents or adoptive parents.  
For the sake of Michigan’s children 

CALL (248) 353-0921 

 

Ann Marie Lesniak, LMSW, Director 

Robin Brumlow, LMSW, ASCW, Foster Care Supervisor 

Angela Barney, Adoption Specialist 

Stacy Craanen, Adoption Coordinator 

Jennifer Brubaker, Mentor Supervisor 

Allison Smith, Mentor Coordinator 

Carmain Segars, Licensing Specialist 

Joanne Metcalfe, Licensing Specialist 

Anna Marie Riesterer, Permanency Planning Facilitator 

Chelsea Moxlow, Prevention Education Specialist 

Lacey Harris, Foster Care Case Manager 

Sara Rogers, Foster Care Case Manager 

Heather Washington, Foster Care Case Manager 

Elizabeth Brazilian, Director, Board Development 

Dawn Dayton, Community Liaison 

Ashley deBear, Office Manager 






